
A Brief History of the Cemetery and Chapels

History of the Chapels

The cemetery has been the final resting-place for many people of the Lye and Wollescote, since it opened
in 1879. The Lye & Wollescote Burial Board purchased 7 acres and 22 perches of land forming part of
Docker's Farm and in the occupation of Perry & Brooks, nail manufacturers, from Thomas Henry Pargeter
for  £2,500. The  emergence  of  the  large  cemetery  is  regarded  as  being  a  major  nineteenth-century
innovation  and  the  Lye  & Wollescote  cemetery  is  an  excellent  example  of  this  phenomenon. Large
cemeteries were brought into existence because of

•the insanitary state of over-crowded church graveyards and
•the Victorian obsession with death or what is sometimes referred to as 'the celebration of death'.

During the 19th century, cemeteries were designed to replicate landscaped parks: at the entrance would
be the portal combined with the gatekeeper's lodge, the centre of the cemetery would be usually taken up
by two chapels, one for Anglicans and one for nonconformists, which were linked in some cases by a
porte-cochere (a structure extending from the entrance of a building over the place where vehicles stop to
discharge passengers) carrying a clock tower or turret. The Lye & Wollescote Cemetery and associated
buildings generally follows this classic layout including a clock tower, although there is no evidence of
there ever having been a porte-cochere.

The Lye & Wollescote Cemetery and Chapels were opened in 1879. The chapels building and cemetery
were divided into two distinct halves, the west used by Anglicans and the east used by nonconformists; the
Anglican half is consecrated land. In 1912 the clock was installed by A Webb Ltd of Lye to celebrate the
coronation of King George V.

Description of the building

Access  to the mortuary chapels  is  obtained via  Cemetery Road, through a set  of  wrought iron gates
carried by gate pillars composed of alternate courses of red brick and limestone with elaborately carved
copings. The gate-posts and boundary wall are contemporary in date with both the chapels building and
Superintendent's house and all are constructed in the Gothic style.

The mortuary chapels building is a perfectly symmetrical structure; it is 'H' shaped in plan, constructed in
red and blue bricks with limestone used for window and detailed ornamentation. Its plinth is constructed
in several courses of blue brick followed by a course of limestone with red brick used for the main bulk of
the building. All the windows are limestone tracery windows with limestone hood moulds, they are either
two-centred arched windows or four-centred, apart from the two 'Rose' windows or 'wheel' windows
located in the south-facing gable-ends of the two chapels. The same limestone has been used for the coping
stone and  parapet  detail  on the  gable-ends  of  the  two chapels  as  well  as  for  the  kneelers  and door
architraves. At eaves level there is a limestone dentil eaves cornice. Plain clay roof tiles have been used for
the roof covering, lain in decorative bands of fish-scale tiles and plain tiles. The spire is constructed in
yellow engineering brick.

Located below the west chapel is a barrel-vaulted cellar, access obtained externally from the south side of
the building down a series of narrow steps. The cellar possibly functioned as a morgue.

Both chapels have hammer-beam roofs with lateral iron-ties spanning between the upper sets of hammer-
posts. In the east chapel, the original  tile  floor still  survives in-situ. Regrettably the pews, alters and
church furniture have long since been removed. 


